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MBMOXULS \M> PCTITIONI.
Mr. HALE presented a petition, tinned by Theonhilus

Culling an i one hundred other citizen* of Frankfort,
Waldo county, Maine, asking n reduction of postage to
two cents on nil prepaid letter* not exceeding one-half
ounce, and newspaper postage to one oont, ami for other
corresponding reform* ; wbi<-!i was referred to the Com¬
mittee On the Post Office and Pout Roads.
Mr. H. also presented a memorial from eitixena of New

Port, Herkimer county, New York, setting forth that, in
their opinion, the system of land traffic imported into 'his
country from Europe is wron-.; in principle ; that it ia fast
debasing the people to the coa lition of dependant tenants,
of which condition a rapid increaae of vice, pauperism,
misery, inequality, and crime are the necessary conse¬

quences ; and asking that the public lauds be ceded to the
Mates, for the purpose of granting them, in limited quan¬
tities, to peraons not possessed of other lands; which
was referred to the Committee on Public Lauds.

Mr. H. also presented a petition, signed by Peter Ellis
and sixty-two other citizens and electors in Chesteriield,
Burlington county, in the State of New Jersey, asking
that no Stale may be hereafter admitted into the Union,
unless the constitution of such State shall expressly pro¬
hibit tbe existence of slavery within its limits; which
w as ordered to lie on the table. _

Mr. H. uito presented a petition, signed by Peter Ellis
and fifty- seven other citizens, claiming to be the ekctorsof
tbe same town, county, and State, atking that no fugitive
slave may be delivered up to the claimant or bis agent,
except upon the finding ol a jury; which was ordered to
lie on the table.
Mr. H. also presented a memorial, very numerouslysigned by citizens of Lancaster county, in the State of

Pennsylvania, asking the admission of California with
hsr present limits ami constitution, without delay; and
further asking that neither bill nor resolution, agreeing to
any compromise whatever, by which a single square
inch of soil now free shall have slavery introduced
theroon may be adopted, and that such measures may be
taken an will effectually exclude from all territories
acumred from Mexico a system which Washington,
and Jefferson, and Randolph, and the great and good
of all uattons, have declared to be the source of all
villanies; which was re/erred to the Committee on Ter¬
ritories.
Mr. H. also presented a petition from citizens and elect¬

ors residing in Chesterfield, Burlington county, New Jer-
sey, signed by Peter Ellis and fifty-nine others, asking
that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly prohibit¬
ed by act of Congress in all the Territories of the Uuited
States.
Mr. H. also presented a petition from citizens and elect¬

ors residing in Chesterfield, Burlington county. New Jer
aey, signed by Peter Ellis aud filly-seven others, asking
tl.at ail law* may be repealed by which slavery or the
slave trade is sanctioned in tbe city of Washington, or
that the natioiial government may he removed to some
more suitable location.
Mr. H. also presented a petition from one hundred and

eleven legal voters of tbe city of Buffalo, iu the State of
New York, for the repeal of all law* enacted or adopted
by Congress for the support of slavery in the District of
Columb a.
Mr. H. also presented a petition of thirty-eight inhabit¬

ants of Pennsylvania, asking that Cungreas, by a change
of the constitution, or otherwise, abolish slavery through¬
out the United Stales, or relieve the people of Pennsyl¬
vania from all responsibility of aiding in its support.

Mr. H. also presented a petitiou of 34 inhauitants of
Pennsylvania, asking the passage of a law to abolish
slavery and the slave trade in the District ol Columbia.
Mr. H. also presented a petition from citizens of Pal¬

myra, in the Slate of New York, setting forth that they
are credibly informed that certaiu men in the District of
Columbia claim and exercise the right of entering the
houses of their poor neighbors and violently breaking up
sueh householders, thus prostrating the conjugal, parent¬
al, and tlial relations, and asking the enactment ol such
laws as will secure the same rights to every individual in
the said District.

Mr. H. also presented a petition, signed by fifty indi¬
viduals of the State of New Jersey, setting foith that "he
who digs money out of tbe earth, who earns il With ibu
sweat of his brow, hatb a just title to it against tbe uni¬
verse : no one baa a right lo touch it without his consent;
to do ao ia robberyand asking that such a law may be
passed a* will secure to all tbe people of the District of
Columbia tbe fiee enjoyment of their just earnings.
Mr. H. also presented a petition, signed by fifty-seven

inhabitants of ihe State of New Jersey, setting forth that,
in the District of Columbia, over which Congress has
exclusive jurisdiction, one man ie allowed to own
another man's bodv.an act denounced by Holy Writ, as

may be seen by reference to the 31st chapter of Exodus,
ltitn verse, and asking the passage of sueh laws as will
establish justice and secure the blessings of liberty to all
the inhabitants thereof.
Mr H. also presented a petition from citizens of New¬

port, Herkimer county, New York, calling the attention
of Congress to the atrocious wrongs and stu|>endous frauds
done in tbe District of Columbia, and calling upou Con¬
gress, by all that ia precious and sacred in the rights of
man, and by all that is commanding and fearful in tbe
authority of God, to put an end to theae wrongs and
frauds:

"lat Daniel Drayton and .. Sayre are in priaon in
the District ol Columbia, aixl tbey are l» Ire kept there
until lboy shall have dou« ihe impossible thing ol paying
*17,780, ibe amount ol the tine* ao cruelly and wickedly
imposed upon tbein. This is their doein, bvc-iu*e, in the
flrit place, there were found in tbe ve»»el which tbey nan-

Kama seventy-lour of tbelr wretebed leltow. beings, who
were seeking >o escape from slavery Jlns la their doom,
l>eca«eet la the sec.nd place, tiieir judges, adopting Ibe
th nneful and inonatrou* falsehood (hat siavery baa a legal
rilatanoe la the District ol" Columbia, a I -gal existence un¬
der our anli-alaveiy national conMitution, iranstnuiod tbe
merit of these two uieu into a otime, tbelr rare merit into
a high crime. With theae judges, who are guilty of being
the servant* of pirates, and ol insetting in the place of
righteous and holy law ihe assumptions of lawless piracy,
what less should be done than to intprach them ' What
leaa. Indeed, should be done with any I'nit- d State* indue
who ia guilty ol admitting, In hi* official capacity, Ike legal
existence of slavery 1 '

"2d Tbe present Secretary of State ia guilty of prosiitu-
ling hia high olfice to the aervieeof the slaveholdmg interest
Hia refusal'to grant 'a par>[x>rt or protection* to Henry
ilambleton, a colored person, wa* baaed diatinctly and
vilely on the ground ol Mr. Hainbleton'* complexion. la
not Congree* butind to provide efleotoally against ibe repe¬
tition ol ihla acaodaloua olfent e 1
"Sd. Tbe preaent marshal of Ibe DlatrMlt of Columbia ia

another instance of tbe abuaa of olheial power which calls
loudly (of the action of Con*reas He, too, makes rights
turn upon cotnplelion ; and be goes ao far in Ibis direction
a* to tmpriso^>r otherwise outrage colored persona, who.
If ihey were but white persons, would l»e entirely tinniO-
tested by him. This eharge ia lully jtts'iBcd by hia receni
crime against Edw. Brook*.

.'4th. There are person*, even thousand* of tlietn, in ihe
DlsUlot ol Columbia who are actually held a* slave* ; and
tbey are claimed to be ao held under the lawe ol Ungre<a!
We aurely nerd not say that there are no law* of Cougress
niithorixiiig slavery, If slavery can be legnliad by any
autborlty, It nevertheless cannot l>e by a legislature whoae
iKiwera are bounded by the an'i-alavery constitution of the
United Ktal*e. How absurd the supposition that Congress
can establish alavery at West Point, or wherever It ha* a
tort or areenal! And yet, II Congress have power to ee-
Ublish ilavery In the District ol Columbia, it baa power to
establish it wherever Congress baa exclusive jurisdiction.
"We respectfully submit whether Congress, inasmuch as

there ia a wide-spread delusion ihal it ha* power to create
and Irgalixe slavery, should not hasten to declare that it ha*
not such power. Mut, Whatever may be eipedieut on

thia point, ihere can l»e no reasonable doubt that Congress
m bound to put en immediate end to slavery id the D arnel
ol Columbia, and to guard again*! ita recurrence by the
terror* of the highest |>enaltie*."
Mr. H. staled that he believed theae aavaral memorial*

and petition* came within the rale or the ueage of the
Senaie; but he had done hi* duly, and would leave the
Senate to do their*.
Mr. BERRIEN moved that the motion to receive these

patera lie upon tbe table; which waa agreed to.
Mr DOUGLAS presented a petition of citizena of

Bureau county, lllinoia, in favor of a reduction of tbe
nite* of |>o*iage; which wa* referred to the Committee on
'he Poet ()|ftce and Roada.
Mr. D. also presented a memorial from citizen* of

Iowa and Illinois, asking the improvement of the naviga.
t'on of the Upper Mississippi river; which waa referred to
tbe Commiiiee on Commerce.
Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizen* of

<>n*ida county. New York, in favor of* reduction of the
f«tf*o< postage; which w**referred to the Committee on
'be Post Office and Poet Road*.

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from citiien*
of Fvmington, Connection, asking the adoption of mea*
life* lot ihe i-ettlement of international controversies;
which wa* referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela¬
tion*.

Mr. WALKER preaentad a petition of citizen* of

Wisconsin, askimt the ssuMishfnaal ofa |*>»t route from
We«t Bend to 8b«boyg«a Fall., in that State; which
wii8 inferred to the Coifiinittcc od the 1 ost Office ftud

^Mr'sOULE presented a memorial from merchants ol
the city of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, asking
the establishment of a line of mail packet* from New
Orleans to Vera Cruz and Tampico, in Mexico, which
wan referred to the Committee on the Pout Office and
Post Roads

AI no, the memorial of the widow and heirs of Fulwar
Sklpwuh, deceased, asking'indemnity for losses sustain-
e l, and compensation for services rendered, while em¬
ployed as public agent by the government; which was
reierred to the Committee of Claims.

WOODWORTH'S PATENT.
Mr. DAV18, of Massachusetts, presented two petitions

from citizen* of Lowell, Massachusetts, asking a repealof the act of July 8, 1843, renewing the patent of Wm.
Wood worth for a planing machine.

In presenting these petitious, Mr. D. said: The peti¬tioners requested me to state that letters patent were
uranted on the 4th of September, 1828, to William Wood-
worth for fourteen years. In November, 1842, these let-
ters were extended by the Commissioner of Patents for
seven years more. In February, 1845, while this last re¬
newal had something like five years to run, they applied
to Congress for a further renewal of the (latent: and in
that year a renewal was granted, by an act of Congress
extending it seven years more, making twenty-eight years
in all. Now, the 'petitioners state that this last renewal
commenced its term oa the 4th of December, 1840, and
that the assignees of the patentee have come here now
for a still further renewal, at a period when the last re¬
newal has still nearly seven years to run.

It is against this last renewal, anticipating time for
nearly seven years, that thene petitioners remonstrate,
and, 1 think, with great propriety. The state of facts
should be known; and they will show whether the
claimants are entitled to the further renewal which they
a»k, or whether this is an attempt to obtain a monopoly
of very great v.tlue and extent, as these petition¬
ers affirm, and that the proper motive actuating this
application is the very great revenue which is
derived from the monopoly. They have not stated the
facts, sir; but i have heard it stated from sources
to which 1 believe entire oreJit is to be attached, that
alter the renewal of seven years was granted in 1845.
Woodworth being then dead.his heirs sold out his inter¬
est for the sum of fifty thousand dollars. I do not know
the facts of my own knowledge, but I have been informed
that such is the case; and other senators here have un¬
derstood the same thing also. Indeed, it is my convic
tion that if the facts of the case had been properly before
Congress at the time of the renewal of the patent in 1845,
that renewal would never have been granted. I ask
that, without reading, this petition should go, with another
Which I hold in my hand upon the same subject, to the
Committee on Patents.

Mr. DOWNS. 1 have a petition in my hand upon the
same subject, and to the same, effect as that presented by
the honorable senator from Massachusetts, which I wish
to have referred to the samacommittee.

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to state, as one of the Com¬
mittee on Patents, some facts which have come to our
knowledge in relation to this suhject. Tuis patent was
renewed in 1845. The renewal commenced running
from the 4th of December, 1849. Before this last patent
commences to run, an application is made here for still
another renewal, beginning in the year 1856. This application was referred to the Committee on Patents,and is
pertinaciously urged by counsel here and elsewhere. Af¬
ter the reuewal for seven years, which commenced to run
on the 4th day of last December, that renewal was sold for
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, and riot for
fifty thousand, as the honorable senator from Massa¬
chusetts '[Mr. Davis] has been informed, and we are
now asked to renew this same patent a^am, to commence
from 1856, to run seven >ears more from that period;
which additional patent for seven years would again
be worth not less than one hundred thousand dollars,
according to the evidence which has been produced he-
fore the committee. 1 have stated this to show how the
Congress of the United States has been made a mere in
strumcnt, in the bands of speculators and designing men,
to create monopolies and levy taxes upon the Industrious
mechanic. Tne patent was reneweJ to run from the 4th
day of December, 1849; and now, before that renewal
Commences to run, and after that renewal has been sold
for oue hundred thousand dollars, we are applied to lo'r
another renewal for seven years, worth another hun¬
dred thousand dollars! These facts have come to light
in the committee, and it was their intention to bring
them, at a proper time, before the Senate; and I am grati¬
fied to see that all sections of the country are awake in
relation to the subject.Boston, New Orleans, and other
cities, where the interests of the mechanic are likely to be
unfavorably atlected by our aetion in favor of the propo
sitioa to renew this patent.
Mr. SEWAKD. The senator says that application

has been made for the renewal of this patent, and that it
has been pertinaciously urged by counsel on this floor
and elsewhere. This remark, falling from the senator
from Georgia, renders it proper that I should make a
word of explanation with reference to myself. I pre¬
sume the senator intended no reference whatever to me,
but
Mr DAWSON, (interposing) None whatever, other-

wine than to say that jou were the counael of the paten¬
tee* out of the house. The counsel to which 1 referred
as appearing betore the committee was different; and I
did not intend to intimate that it was in any way connect¬
ed with )ou.

Mr. aKWARD. 1 suppose so; and I am grati¬
fied that I have an op]>orlunity for this expla¬
nation The history of llie Wood worth patent is
one which it is not my intention to give, but
(.imply to state my own relations to it, for the purpose
of correcting some erroneous statements which hare
gone abroad in relation to my connexion with the sub¬
ject. In IMA, 1 was retained ax counsel by the assignees
of Woodworth, in relation to this patent, which was
then nearly useless, because it was the subject of litiga¬
tion in the Supreme Court of the United states; ana it
was, therefore, impossible for the patentee or nis as¬
signees to derive lro:n it that benefit which was to be
the reward of the inventor. The result of the decision
of the Supreme Court, in 1846, was, that if the patent
were properly amended, it might be sustained in the
courts of the United States, but not otherwise The
patent was amended in such a manner as to give it effi¬
ciency-, but, in the mean time, the patentee and his as¬

signees had lost almost entirely the benefit of the origi¬
nal grant. The patent, thus amendrd and renewed, went
into successful operation, to far aa the rewards to be de¬
rived from it were concerned, abuut the year 1S47, and
haa been pretty generally sustained since that time. Du¬
ring that period, and up to the time of my arrival here,
and since that time, I have been the counsel of the as¬

signees
When it was proposed to me that I should be assigned

to a place upon the committee in this bouae, to which the
subject might beTeferred, by my friends upon the side of
tha house to which I belonged, I replied that I could not
take thai place, because of my connexion with patent
cases; and inasmuch as any reassignment of members
of the committees at that time would disturb the whole
arrangement contemplated, 1 was kindly excused by my
friends and the Senate from serving upon any of the com¬

mittees in the house.
I so declined because I wis not willing to make my

public duties even »ttm to come in collision with any pri¬
vate duties that I might previously have assumed 1
therefore resigned all claim to be upon committees in
this house.

I have seen it stated elsewhere.and it was for that
reaaon chiefly that I have adverted to the subject now.
hat I have a pereonal interest or property in this (talent;
which in one, aa 1 suppose, of great utility. I wish to
state here, in oider to put an ena to all such rumors for
the future, that H never bad any interest in this nor any
other patent.that I never expect to have, and that I never
will have, any such interest And now, with reference to
my action here: I have never presented any petition in re¬
lation to this subject; I have never spoken one word in
favor of any petition presented here on the subject; I
hsve exerted no influence here on the subject, and I never
shall. The counsel referred to bythe senator from (Jeor-
gia is other than myself; and I should be very glad, if it
were pftssible with justice to those whom 1 represent, to
resign not only this but all professional engagements
which could by any possibility interfere with my public
engagements.
Mr. DAWSON. The fact to which I call the atten-

tion of the Senate is this: that the patent,as last renewed,
commenced running from the month of December last,
and will continue until the year ]ftM; and that the ap
plication for another reoewal was made to this body in

the month of December, the lime of renewal to com¬

mence after the year 1950 Now, air, this application
was on the part of the patentee ; and when I r-f.rred to
the fact that counsel bad been active in pressing the ap¬
plication, I referred to gentlemen who had appeared be¬
fore the committee in that capacity, and for the purpose
of lorcing this claim throogh-and with what object I

Merely to create a monopoly, and levy upon the mechanics
a tax amounting to fifty or one hundred thousand dollars;

fur I repeat again that seven years of this patent is worth
that amount. I merely take this occasion to add, ik.tt the
committee have had this subject under consideration, and
are well acquainted with all the facts.
The petitions were then referred to the CoawiiUe^oaPatents . *

Mr. DOWNS presented a memorial from cttizetiaol
New Orleans,asking that the act of July 8, 1845, renew¬
ing the patent of W. Woodworth, may be so ameuded as
to protect the rights of persons who erected machines
under that patent, prior to its renewal under said act;
which was referred U> the Committee on Patents and the
Patent Office.

PAPfcxS WITHDRAWN.
On motion by Mr. PKARCEt
OttUrtd, That ih-» petition of fclrilcino ft Biclielbergur, on

ttie tiles of the Senate, tie rs'errad 10 the (committee of
Claim*

EXFLAHStlO*.
Mr. F*OOTE; I rise simply to give notice that the mo¬

tion which I had the honor of introducing on last Mon¬
day, for raising a committee of thirteen, I intend to press
very earnestly after the close of the address which we
have been promised by the senator fyom Massachusetts
on Thursday next. I nave been willing to defer action
thus long, because it seemed to be very much desired by
certain honorable senators with whom it was my wish
to act, and I sincerely hope that by that time senators
will be fully prepared to co-operate with me in the or¬
ganisation of the Committee referred to. Whilst in the
occuptkncy of the floor, and in connexion tfith this sub'
ject, 1 beg leave to state for myself, what perhaps may
not he deemed very important in any public point of
view, but necessary, as I think, to prevent any misap¬
prehension of iny own position in regard to certain views
expressed in our hearing on yesterday by the honorable
senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Calkoun,] not now
in his place, and who 1 fear is again detained at hie lodg¬
ings hy indisposition. I sincerely wish he were present;
and I hope at least that what I say will be duly noted by
his colleague and other friends who may feel authorized
to speak for liiin in his absence. I shall take special
care to do no injustice, and feel that it is impossible that
the language of unkindness or disrespect can find passage
from my lips. Sir, I was never more pained in my life
thau at the necessity now impose I upon ineof making
the explanation which 1 am about to ofTer.
On yesterday, sir, we heart the very able and patriotic

speech of the distinguished senator from South Carolina,
and had occasion again to admire the power of his logic,
the purity of his diction, and the noble American spirit
which it breatheJ. All who know me, and know any¬
thing of the sentiments that I entertain for that gentleman,
will hear witness that I have the very highest esteem for
him personally; and I take this opportunity to add, that
for his intellectual faculties, for the purity of his charac¬
ter, for his elevated patriotism and his admirable disinter¬
estedness of purpose.indeed, for all that can adorn the
character of the philosophic statesman, high-aouted pa¬
triot, and finished gentleman-*'! cherish for him an admi¬
ration and kindness which few men, dead or living, have
ever awakened in my heart and understanding. Yet, sir,
1 must declare at the same time that I was most profound¬
ly grieved at two or three of the observations hat fell from
him on yesterday, and which, being offered to the Senate
as part of his deliberately prepared, and indeed already
punted speech, I have sup|>osed might be regarded by many
as uot only the fruit of closet meditation, hut, to some
extent also, of consultation among those wtio have the
houor to be associated with the honorable senator
Irom South Carolina as representatives of the southern
section of the confederacy. Such is the high and impo¬
sing attitude of the honorable senator from South Ca oli-
na.such his great wdght of character and deserved in¬
fluence throughout the southern States, so thoroughly,
and 1 may well say, above all others in regard to the deli¬
cate and interesting questions which now agitate the re¬

public.that it is next to impossible that anything which
tell from him on yesterday can be otherwise considered
than as harmonizing with the matured and universal
public sentiment of the South. Already, in fact, ia it ap¬
parent that the speech of the honorable senator ia recog-
nised by leading northern prints as iinbodying well-as¬
certained southern opinions, and as prefiguring the. action
which ia inevitably hereafter to take place.
Now, sir, though in the main I concur in the vieWs

and sentiments so ably set forth by the honorable senator
in that most extraordinary speech j though most of the
argumentation I cordially admire and most heartily ap¬
prove; though I am deeply grateful to him for his manly
and irresistible vindication of southern rights at a mo
ment so critical as the present; vet is it true that I run not
subscribe to all that the honorable senator thought pro¬
per to say upon this occasion ; and I feel bound to ex¬
press my sfwcial regret that be did not avoid saying
several things which 1 cannot but believe to be of a

tendency exceedingly hurtful to the South itself, and still
more so to'the republic ia general Now, sir, 1 feel bound
to declare that, in my opinion, the speech of the honor¬
able senator from South Carolina was drawn up without
consultation with any other southern senator, and that
no pther senator would be willing to become res|>onsible
for those portions to which f have already alluded, as

being, in my judgment, so decidedly objectionable. At any
rate, sir, t have determ med, as one southern senator, not yet
despairing (thank God!) of the Union, and still resolved
to struggle perse venngly for its maintenance, if it may be
maintained consistently with southern honor and south¬
ern safety.1 say, air, I have resolved to lose no time in
entering mv protest ugainst such parts of the speech of,
the honorable senator from 8outh Carolina as I deem
likely to injure instead of benefiting the cause in behalf
of which it waa delivered. Without indulging in further,
preliminary observations, I will proceed to read an ex-
tract from the speech, and offer one or two comments;
thereupon.
Towards the clos^ of it. after showing wk/ti could not

tavt the Union, the honorable senator proceeded to specify
what, in hi* opinion, was indispensable to its preservation :
and. in so doing, he prescribed one condition, which I
never heard of in my life before he enunciated it in tif
hearing.which, under existing circumstance*. I hold to
be impossible of performance, or which certainly could
not by poesibility be complied with, as all will admit, at
the present session of Congress.a condition, too, M I
am compelled to aver, wholly repugnant to the attitude
heretofore assumed by the South, and by southern sena¬
tors and representatives in Congress.who have hereto¬
fore contented themselves with relying upon the contiUu-
lion oi tf it.who have been content to claim the faithful
fulfilment of its aacred guaranties.and have declared
themselves on all occasions the upholders and defenders of
that sacred Union of States established by the organic law
of the republic, and which can never be in danger until
the constitution and its guaranties shall be ehamelessly
disregarded and tredden under foot, a* they have both
undeniably been of late.
The condition to which I allude, and wbich was partly

brought to our notice on yesterday by the honorable
senator from South Carolina, is that which embraces an
amendment of the constitution What the nature of that
amendment may be, I am not at all informed, and cannot
easily conjecture ; and 1 have found otlier southern sum
tors not at all more illuminated on this point than myself.
But, to avoid doing the honorable senator the least MM*
Me injustice, I will rea-l that portion of hie speech which
1 am now noticing. It ie as follows:
"Having now shown what cannot save the Union, I re-

'urn to ibe question with which 1 commenced U >w can
the Union be saved 1 There is out onn way by whieli it can
with any certainly j and that is, by a lull and final settle¬
ment, on the principle of justice, of sit lbs question* at is¬
sue between the two sections The South ask* lot justice,
simple justice ; and lest the ought not to take. She has no
compromise to offer but the constitution, and no conces¬
sion or surrender to main. She hss already surrendered so
much, that she hat Uute left 10 surrender. Such a settle¬
ment would go to the root of ttie evil, and remove all cause
of discontent; by satisfying the South she could remain
honorably and satelv in the Union, and th r«by restore the
harmony anil fraternal feelings b»tween the sections'which
ended anterior to the Missouri agitation. Nothing else
can, with any certainty, Inally and toraver settle the ques¬
tions at iseue, terminate egitauoo. and savs the Union.
"But can this be ilnie 1 Yns, easily ; not by the weaker

party.kit it cen ol itself do nothing, not even protectitself.but by tbe stronger. The North has only 10 will
it jo acoomplish It; to do justice by ooneeding to the South
anequal right in the acquired territory, and to do her duty
by causing the stipulations relative to fugitive dares to be
fhtthfully lalfllled ; to oease the agitation of tbe elave ques¬
tion, sml to provide lor the insertion of a provision in the
constitution, by an amendment which will restore to the
3 with, In snbttance. the power she possessed of protecting
herself before tbe equilibrium between the sections was
destroyed by the actionot this government. There will be
no difficulty inMevising Mich a provision.one that will
protect the South, and whioh, at the same time, will im¬
prove and strengthen the government, instead of Impairing
and weakening MT
Now, sir, (hnt such a constitutional amendment aa the

one here hinted at may be desirable, I will not nndertake
to deny. Indeed, I enould feel it to be aomewhet pre
sumptuous in me to question the value of an amendment
ol the precise mtare of which I know nothing at present.
Whenever tbe honorable senator shall choose to bring
it forward in n regular way for our consideration, I
promise to look into it dispassionately arid Without prejti
dice; and I doubt not that I may yield it my support.
But, air, at this moment, when we ate nil struggling to

adjust ail the landing questions growing out of the subject
ol slavery.when impediment on impediment tew been
thrust in the way of a final adjustment ol all these ques-
tiona. #!!«n impediment after impediment has been re¬

moved, and he spirit of brotherly conciliation and com-

piomite ai« beginning to inaik our own proceedings, and
8 ill more s} ikiny^> to mark large assemblages of our
fellow citizens, .iceedinga of wbicb are now reach-
ing us bytjti ry (f*i|.at (hie moment when I, for one,
had hope*r, a wl confidently hoped, that if a special com¬
mittee of W leea could be raised in this body, a general
scheme o rilication and settlement would be speedily
agreed upicnliat would certainly and forever put down
faction and facttanisU, secure the honor and aalety of the
South, aopure the Union itself, without at all tarnishing
or obscuring the true honor 01 the North.at such a time,
and unde%f>«' b circumstances, the honorable senator from
South Carolina, without consulting any of us, unproraptw
ed. by any assemblage of the people, North or Suutb,
comes forward with a claim tor a constitutional amend¬
ment, which he asserts to be indispeusable to the preser¬
vation of the Union. 1 confess that I do not perfectly
understand this part of ttie honorable senator's speech.
I am not prepared to decide whether he meant to insist
upon this &itei*lion ol (he constitution as a sine qua no/i
I hope not, I hope (as 1 now see him in his seat) he will
explain to the country But yet, sir, this proposition is an
additional obstruction to the immediate settlement of the
questions uww )tending j' it is a proposition which has not
originated «r«h any portion of the people of the South;
and one wjch. it insisted on, will so procrastinate set¬
tlement arfvenly balieve will make diwnumintvtiaUt.
Now, sir, 1 beg leave to say.and I wish to say it very

earnestly and very solemnly.that I am quite satisfied with
the constitution as framed by our wise and patriotic fore¬
fathers. I an entirely coutent with its existing provis
ions, if we can but secure their faithful enforcement. 1
amfor lh,e constitution and ih guaranties. 1 am for the
Union, as provided for and delineated in that sacred in¬
strument. It is not a new constitution, ner an amende !
constitution, for which I have been all along contending;
not such a Union as may be hereafter provided by toe
wisdom of the present generation, hut the good old Union,
the fruit of sage counsels by our immortal ancestors,
never surpassed in all that is calculated to ennoble hu¬
manity and (ire true glory.to nations. 1 must insist mat
the strong ground of the South has heretofore been, that
we seek otily what the constitution entitles us to demand ;
we ask but justice under the constitution, and that pro¬
tection and safety which its provisions were intended
to secure. And, sir, I ain not prepared.indeed, I
am by no means prepared to quit this strong ground,
aud assert that we of the South will have no
settlement of existing difficulties unless we can effect
a modification of the federal compact. I regret that we
had not at least some little notice of this new demand,
before it was so formally asserted in the Senate, and
in a manner so deliberate and imposing. 1 do not arraign
the intentions of the honorable senator from South Caro¬
lina I doubt not that they were most patriotic and
praiseworthy. No man will ever persuade me to doubt
liis purity, or his patriotism, or his ardent love of the
Union. But 1 regret that he has so unnecessarily sup¬
plied his ever-watchful adversaries with a plausible pre¬
text for the renewal of their unjust and heartless assaults
upon his character and sensibilities. 1 regret, if possible,
still more deeply, that he has made it necessary that 1,
as one of his most admiring and trusting friends, should
thus plainly, as f have done, protest aaainst this requisi¬
tion of a change in the constitution, which all must perceive
to be at present impossible, and the demand tor which
is almost equivalent to pronouncing the Union at an end.
The honorable senator from South Carolina, very un¬

necessarily, as I conceive, went a good deal out of his
way fpr the purpose of assailing certain northern states¬
men, whose noble maintenance of southern rights entitles
them to the everlasting gratitude of tbe whole South.a
gratitude which 1 take it upon me to say no influence
will be sufficiently potent to induce the generous people
of the South to withhold from tho<e fearless and disin¬
terested defenders and advocates. The honorable sena¬
tor has even gone still further: he has not reviled.he
never reviles.but he has censured most vehemently,
and sweepingly censured, the whole Nerih, "all portions"
of wbicb he accuses of kotlUity to southern institutions.
1 will cite his very words :

"There u a quaUlou of vital importance to the (Outhern
.action, in retemace to which the view* and feclinx* of the
Iwo M>ction» are a* opposite and Ixxtile u ihejr can poui-
L»iy be. J reler to the relation between U'S two raoen in the
*outb«ra wction, which contt'nute* a rital portion ol bar
.octal organisation. Every portion of the North entertains
views and fueling* more or leM kotule to it.*'
Now, sir, I must confess that 1 regard this language as

higblv uniust to largs portion* of the population of the
free stales Abolitionists, it is true, are numerous in moat
of the States where slavery does not exist. The free soil-
ers, as a political taction, are still more numerous There
are thousand* ol bawling demagogues scattered through
the North, totne of whose monstrous voices are heard in
the halls of Congreas, who are constantly avowing the
bitterest enmity to the South and to southern institutions.
Yet still, sir, there are many.yea, I doubt not, much the
larger part, at least of the democratic portion of the North,
and many whiga beside.who though they are not the
zealous advocates of slavery, and are unable to appreciate
the manifold advantages which we hold to belong to our

system of domestic labor, are, notwithstanding, not ko$-
til« to it, in the sense in which the term has been obvi¬
ously employed by the honorable senator from South
Carolina. Woat, air I Shall we say that thOae who are hos¬
tile to our domestic institutions, in a political sense; who
have constantly signalized themselves by defending them
against all unjust aasailmenf; who are zealous upholder^
of the constitution and all its guaranties ; who have de¬
nounced the abolitionists from the first, and who still de¬
nounce them; who have never affiliated with the free soil-
era, and whose sturdy blow* have notoriously consigned
Wilmot Provisotsm and all it* ill-fated advocates to de¬
feat and to disgrace.are these the enemies to our con¬
stitutional rights t Are these persona jastly accused of
being hostile to the institution which they have thus de¬
fended No, sir; no. There are statesmen in the North ;
yea, there are statesmen nofc in my eye to whom the
South is a* much indebted for the defence of our rights
as to any of her own sona. What does the honorable
senator from South Carolina think of the noble meeting
in Philadelphia a few sights ago, and of the patriots who
composed it I Are they our enemies' What does he think
of the still more recent democratic meeting in New York, at
which resolutions were adopted which would have done no
discredit to any city of the South, and which, with the ex-
ception of a single one, I am not afraid in My, I should have
voted for most enthusiastically? VVhat has h« to say of
those letters which were resd at that same meeting from
the honorable senators from New York and Michigan,
[Messrs. Dickimsor and Cass].letters which I predict
will be received with enthu»ia*tic delight, and awaken a

lively feating of gratitude and admiration, throughout the
whole South' Sir, I must insiat that nothing can be
more unjust and illiberal than to say, that "every portton
of the North entertains views and feelings more or leaa
hostile to the South " Are they our foes who are con¬

stantly defending us and our vital interests against oar
real adverssries! Are they hotbh who have naked their
all ol popularity and influence for our protaction, and, in
many instancaa, have been driven from all public em¬

ployment on account <4 their generous friendship for usf
Is it generous, is it just, to insult them now, or those who
yet linger among us, awaiting perchance a similar doom,
with language of complaint, of dietrust, of censure ?

Surely, sir, it is not generous, it ia not just, and it is not
even politic for na to act this part. 1 see that the hon-
orahle aenator from South Carolina ia present and desi-
roua of explaining, and 1 give way to him with

Mr. BUTLBR. Mr. President, I have not conferred
with my colleague, nor do I know exactly what are his
views upon this subject, beyond the expression of them
in his speech; yet, if I may anticipate hi.n in the ex¬

planatory expression of hia views, I shall be heppy to
do so, as it may then be regarded as a fair commentary,
t did not understand my colleague to aay that the Union
might not exiat, even with its present organization and
fixed majority: that it might not be patched up by a

compromise which would austain it, and give it a linger¬
ing and discontented existence, unworthv of equals, and
dangerous to their cordial association. But i understood
my colleague, throogh the whole of his speech, to eay
that, if this Union is to be made perpetual, he wiahed to
have in it two eesential element*.harmony among its
members, and a sense of self-secarity in evety part
of the confederacy.-to have the reliance of aelf-
protectioa. Well, air, i understood my colleague,
thus far, to intimate hia opinion to be.and by the sum¬
ming up of his speech to enforce that opinion.that the
only way to restore harmony would be by the majority at
present and the increasing majority doing justice, by «mb-
uiying with the obligations of the constitution.by the
North making effectual provision for the restoration of
fugitive slaves to their owner* in the 8outh. If jou
wish this Union to be perpetual, and to exist in the
hearts of the people of the South.to have that guaranty
for its perpetuity which yoa profeea to deeire-it would
be best for you, aa it wonld be be»t for all. thai
.ome Konsion of the constitution should be made,
by which the weaker power sou Id have this sense
of security against aa irresponsible exercise of an-

thorny by numerical majority. Now, »ir. these were
the mwi of my colleegue, m thsy sppearsd to me. 1
have not conferred with him upon ihia matter, and from
mrtviom knowledge have no right to apeak for him. t
know he will explain his view* himself, if hie state of
health will enable him to do ao; *ad i hope it may. I
ross to reply to my friend from Mississippi, with no an¬
ticipation of what my colleague may aay upon the sab-
ject, u^km touica which be touched before my colleague
came in, anil with no view to conduct a controversy, or
be reeponaible for the opinion* of others. With regard
to other portions of hie remarks, upon other topics made
since my colleagas took his seat, I shall say nothing
My colleague will speak for himself, as we all know he
thinks for himself. 1 will not speak upon matters of
which 1 have no peculiar right to speak, and of which 1
might not epeak with iptelligence and propriety. If my
colleague were not present, 1 might speak in a different
manner, and such as propriety and duty would sanction.
1 have ao right to present the views of one who looks
beyond us. I shall not attempt such a task.
Mr. CALHOUN. What is the question under discus¬

sion I 1 must express my great regret that any one in my
absence this morning, before 1 o'clock, the usual hour for
debate, should be engaged in commenting upon my re¬
marks. I had not the advantage of hearing the charac¬
ter of the remarks of the senator from Mississippi. Did
he accuse me of disunion f Did be insinuate anything of
that character?
Mr. FOOTE. I regret that the honorable senator was

jtot m his ulace. My only reason for referring to the
UfDft Titi Mt honor

able senator to be here; 1 thought that he was too much
indi*pt»ed to be present; and, believing that 1 should
have no other opportunity for seasonably shielding my¬
self from misjudgment, 1 determined to seize the present
occasion for that purpose.
Now, 1 will say to the honorable senator from South

Caroiiua that 1 had not the slightest intention to impute
to him designs hostile to the Union. 1 said that his mo¬
tives were patriotic. He will And my remarks, when re¬
ported in the morning, to be somewhat in bad laste, be¬
cause so exceedingly encomiastic in relation to himself.
All that 1 said was, that his speech, given to us with the
best intention, did contain certain sentences which, if
construed as 1 feared they would be construed, would be
regarded as insisting, oil the iiart of the South, upon de¬
mands that had never before been set up, and which might
prote fatal to the Union, if not abandoned. In other
words, 1 understood the view of th« honorable senator to
be.and i know that other honorable senators so under¬
stood him.that an amendment of the constitution would
be a tint qua non to a settlement of existing difficulties;
and I declared that if the honorable senator designed to
be so understood, 1 could no: agree with bim; that I had
never been consulted in relation to this point, and that I
believed the honorable senator from South Carolina
would find himself quite alona in regard to this requisi¬
tion. I employed no uncivil or disrespectful language
towards that senator. Every senator present well knows
such to be the fact. I ventured to aiffer with him in
opinion, as I had a right to do. I took the liberty of
suiting my own opinion, in opposition to his, as clearly
and strongly as I could. This, I hope, was not impious,
or indecent, or unallowable. Whilst I-aepire to be the
leader of no man, I wish it to be understood that I rec¬
ognise no man, either here or elsewhere, ss my leader. I
menace no one, and I wdl submit to no menace; I com¬
mand no one, and I will yield to no commands. I show
courtesy, and I shall certainly exact it from all with
whom l may have intercourse. Gentlemen who venture
boidly upon the arena of debate here must expect some¬
times to tiave their favorite positions queetioned and their
argumente responded to; and they have no right to pre¬
sume unkimfnees merely on the ground that tneir
speeches are not permuted to go wholly unanswered.
Mr. CALHOUN. My irieud from Mississippi might

have been saved from this solsmn protest, if he had no¬
ticed that, so far ss 1 am concerned, I have not pretended
to be the leader of any man, or of any party, nor to be
associated with any party further than my constituents.
I speak here upon my own individual responsibility, and
am not speaking for the senator from Mississippi or any
other. Sir, I desire that my words Shall go but, and shall
be received by the public as they stand, and not as they
are attempted to be explained here by any aenator.
The senator from Mississippi has unfortunately over¬

looked the character of my remarks. What was the
great object 1 had in view I.. To ascertain the cause of
ibis discontent. And could I overlook the cauee of this
discontent, when it is obviously to be traced to the utier
inability of the eouthern States to defend themselves
through Congress, upon this or upon any other subject
upon which the North may choose to harass them (
Could that be overlooked l That is the great cause. If
we had the same power now which we bad formerly, we
could defend ourselves here; but that is gone; ana it is
the sense of weakness which the South Teels, the con¬
sciousness that it cannot defend itself here, that has been
the great cauee of the deep feeling of diecontent in the
Union. Now, sir, could 1 overlook that I And what
was my summing up I It was this: that unless this ques¬
tion is finally and forever ssttled now, it is not probable
that it will be settled at any future time; and that it will
not be eatisfactorily settled now unleae the causes which
led to the diecontent shall be removed. I have said
nothing about n*4 qua noiu. I alluded to no lim qua
nont. Tbat is an inference of the senator from Missis¬
sippi, and is not to be found in my speech. But, sir, f
will say, and say boldly.for I have no fears in saying
the truth upon any occasion.that, as things now stand,
the southsris States cannot, in safsty, remain in this
Union. When thie question of amemiment to the consti¬
tution ought to be settled according to the provisions of
tbs constitution.may be a question of time; but. as
things now stand, I appeal to the honorable senator from
Mississippi to say whether the South can remain in the
Union with no equality guarantied to her.
Mr. FOOTE. I admit that the South could not remain

in the Union unless the questions are settled satisfscto
nly; but if the committee is appointed which has been
propossd by me, ten days will cot pass, in my judgment,
before all these questions are amicably settled.
Mr. CALHOUN. I do not speak of that. But can the

South safely and honorably remain in the Union without
cusrantied euualitv'

Mr. FOOTfi. I think she can remain in the Union
without any constitutional amsndmenL Desirable as ths
amendment undoubtedly is, I think ws can live ss safely
and honorably without it as our fathsrs havs before as,
from ths I ornation of the constitution down to ths pres-
ent time
Mr CALHOUN. There we disagree, there we die-

agree entirely; and in that I agree with oar uioeetnri
They believed that liberty require* guarantiee; they be¬
lieved that great interest* require protection: and eo be¬
lie** I.
Mr. President, I will not dwell in thie irregular man¬

ner upon the remark* of the senator from Mississippi
Rut be accuses me of another thing.that 1 condemn the
whole North, in the gross, a* hosnle. Now, air, what did
1 eav ? I *t*ted that there are three diviaionaof sentiment in
the North upon thieeubject. The firat is that smallsr portion
who believe that slavery i* a *in which they are boaad
toaunprees; a larger number believe it to be criminal;
bat all believe it lo be a blot upon oar character. What
more did I eay t I said that whenever it comee to the
quest ion between the two aectkms, all partiee there will
join and go against ti*.

Mr. TOOTE, (interposing.) Wilt th* aenator allow
me to read a Mngle sentence. The sentence to which I
have referred struck me aa being unjust, bat I did not
believe it wo* intended to hav* that elect. I ahall be
glad to hav* it explained. 11m eentence ia tbia
"Every portion of the North entertain* view* and feel¬

ing* more or I'M hostile to It."
Mr. CALHOUN. To alaveryf
Mr. FOOTE. No, sir; "more or lea* hostile to it" i*

th* language. I would call the aenator1* attention to the
fact that there waa a meeting held the other day in New
York, in which they avowed aentimenu far from hoe-
tility.
Mr. CALHOUN. " More or leae hoetile:" I believe

I have already explained that. When a man aaye that
one of oar in*titutiona ia a blot upon the national aa-

cotcheon.that it ia a am and a wrong.ia he not "more
or leea" oppoeed to it! And i* there a northern man who
can nee and make a declaration to the contrary > I re¬

gret the mode in which the aenator ha* choeen to bring
up thia aubject, at thia early etage; but I must expreea
my eentiment*. _

No, Mr. Preoident; let ua not be deceived. Ther* u

that feeling in the North That feeling in the North ex¬

ist*. Unleea there te a protection in the constitution
again** that feeling in the North, the two **ction* never

will be in harmony. Nor, *ir, ha* this been denied. 1
have talked very little a* to whether I am a Union man or

not; becauae I put no conftdence in profeeaiona It ia my
acta which will determine whether 1 am a Union man or

not Sir. I challenge comparison with any Man here. I
challenge comparison wiih the senator from Mieaneippi
(a ther*any man who h*« absolutely abstained more care¬
fully trom what he believed to be an infraction of the
constitution, or who ha* been more forward to reamt in
fraction* of the constitution, than myaeff t That, and that
alone, I hold to be the teat. It ia in vain foreman to *ay
that be ia in favor of the Union, if he tow not protect the
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I constitution. That ia the bood that mad* the Union.
Now, sir, 1 will boar a comparison with any one ia that
respect If I am to 1m compared by profeeeione, I shall
stand very low; bat if to be compared by actions I trust
that f shall stand as hixh as any man.

1 do not know that there was any other point in the
remarks of the senator from Mississippi .which I regret
that I did not have an opportunity to hear. If there was

any other point, 1 should like to have it mentioned, that I
may have an opportunity to explain them all at oace.
Was there anything ?
¦ Mr FOOTE. ISTo, sir.

Mr. CALHOUN, (taking his seat.) No more: then 1
hare no more to say.
Mr. BRADBURY called for the orders of the day, but

gave wayto
Mr. FOOTE. I certainly did not intend any unkindness

to the senator from South Carolina. If he had noticed my
manner, he would have found it to be entirely toerwise
than unkind. I may well say that he ia one of the moat
valued friends that I have in the world. It occur-
red to me, however, that aome explanation waa neces¬
sary : and really the senator should, as I think, be in¬
duced to acknowledge himself under special obligations
to me, for giving him this early opiiortnnity of ex¬

plaining. The aenator accuses me of charging him with
being a diaunioniat. I am somewhat surprised that he
nhould make thia accusation. I have always maintained
that he ia one of the moat devoted frienda of the Union
In this body. But when he says that the whole North ia
hostile to the system of domestic slavery in the South, in
my opinion be doi * jtreat injustice to the North.

Sir, the aenator from South Carolina inainuatea earn¬
estly that my course towards him has been unfriendly. I
am far from thinking so. I have differed with him in*
opinion merely i if this be evidence of enmity, I am his
enemy; not otherwise. Nothing could more pain me
than to justly forfeit by any act of mine the friendship
and eateem of the honorable aenator from South Caroli¬
na, upon which, for aeveral years past, I have ao much
prided myaelf.Mr. CALHOUN. " Every portion" refera not to every
individual, as the senator has applied it. The expression
is " every portion." There are a great many exceptions.
a great many; but there is a majority in the opposition in
every portion of the North.
The senator has called my attention to the meeting in

New York. Well, sir, there were a great many senti¬
ments uttered there which I approve; But I will not be
deceived. The tendency of that meeting ia to deprive ua
of all righta in' California, not by the Wilmot Proviso,
but by much more efficient meana. I look to the end of
things, and not to the meana. I should be most hapuv to
think I tould have the vote of the senators from New
York and of other eenatorato preaerve our righta in Cali¬
fornia. Bat there an two modea of defeating them.
One of them ia now dieavowed, in order to atrengthen the
other; and of the two, the latter ia the more effectual
mode. I do not look upon that aa supporting the rights
of the South; not at all. I ahoald rather have the di¬
rect than the indirect ineaaure. I had hoped that this
thing would have gone on regularly; and f hope it will
yet. And I hope that if, hereafter, any senator, in the
courae of hia remarka, shall comment upon anything
which 1 have aaid, I shall have health anoagh ana
etrength enough to defend myaelf.

aoMiaaioa or thb stats or cjxwoaau.
Mr. BRADBURY moved that the Senate proceed to

the.con«ideraiion of the orders of the day; which was

^The VICE PRESIDENT stated the Aret order of the
day to be the queatioa upon the motion to refer to the
Committee oa Territories the message of the President of
the United States, transmitting the constitution of the
State of California.
Mr. HAMLIN rose and addreaaad the Senate in faror

of the immediate admiasioo of aaid State into the Union.
[The remarka of the' honorable aenator, having been
withheld for reviaion, will appear at an early day..Rap ]
Mr. H. having concluded hie remarka,
Mr. SEWARD obtained the floor, but yielded to
Mr. DOUGLAS, who said that he did not know that |

he could anticipate eo great a faror from the aenator
from New York, aa that which he waa about to ask, but
that circumstances rendered it extremely desirable that his
friend would yield the floor in hie favor, inasmuch as
otberwiee it would be extremely doubtful whether he
would have it in his power to addrese the Senate on the
subiect under discussion.
Mr SEWARD expressed his readineee to yield th*

floor with great pleasure to the honorable aenator from
Illinois, under theee peculiar circumstances; but be
hoped that aenators would bear in mind that he had al¬
ready yielded on several occasions, and been himself
postponed from day to day. He hoped that the same

generosity which §m claimed of him would in time be
extended to bim.
Mr DOUGLAS moved the postponement of the further

consideration of this subject until Friday next; which
was agreed to.
Mrl). subsequently roee and aaid. he did not know

whether he ought to arail bimeelf of the courtesy of the
honorable senator from New York, unleee some anier-
alanding could be had that that aenator should have the
floor assigned to him eo eoon as he [Mr. Dovolss] bad
conclud©<r
Mr. TURNEY objected. He waa opposed to all ar¬

rangement, by which the right to the floor waa traded
from one aenator to another. He did not doubt that the
senator would meet with courtesy For hia own part,
hs was equally anxious to obtain the floor. He woaM,
whenever the honorable eenator from Msseachaastts
[Mr. Waasraa] wished to obtain the floor uooa the sab
ject now sgitating the coftirtry. yield in his faror. Be¬
yond this he could make no pledgee, and he coold con¬
sent to no arrangements.

lurwjmoM laws.dutib on iron.

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the
following mtiaoagt from the Preaid^nt of the United
States s
To Ikt limli of tkt Unitid Slain :

I her* Willi transmit to Congress coplea of a recent M<
respondencs between the Department of Slate and the
British minister al Washington, relating to subjects which
seein to require ih«- consideration of the legislative rattier
than the executive branch ol the government.Z. TATLOt.
WtHimrnn, March 4, 1890.
Mr. CLAY called for the reading of the correspond -

encc accompanying the message, ana it was read as fol¬
lows:

Bamaa LaoaTtoa,
Washington, January 1, 1M0

Sta: Her Majesty's government saw, with great satisfac¬
tion, the decree, published by the Prescient ol the United
States, conceding to British vessels In American ports the
same privileges and advantages which are granted tr>
American vessels in British ports by the feoenl modlAoa-
non of the British navigation laws ; aud I was happy to
aaaare you thai the vessels of the United Hialae would not be
excluded by any order In oooncil from the tail benefit Of
that change of system which Great Britain has adopted.
There are, however, two or three matters to which J

mu«t call your attention, believing that the real object and
spirit of year standing regulations are to confcr on tha vasaels
of foreign powers uoee advantages which such foreign
powers may oooier upon tha veesals of tha United Stales
As the coasting trade of me United Kingdom Is stilt strtet-

ly reserved to British vessels, I would not of course propose
to the United Stales government that British vassals should
be admitted lo trade to and fro between the several purls en
the eastern coast of the United Stales, because such trade,
being strictly a coasting trade, is, It insy be presetnad, con¬

fined to United States vessels But the treie between the

Kos the eaat and those on the west coast of the United
», involving, as it dose, the aeoeesity ol passing throttgh

seas and along coasts far beyassd the territorial jurlsdietkfti
of the United States, resembles, in its nature and char¬
acter, the trade carried on between the United
Kingdom and the trans narlne possessions of tha British
crown, inlo which trade tha new not authortaw the ad¬
mission of the vessels of all oonntrlee which may be dis
posed to meat the ooocessioos of Ureal Britain la a spirit of
fair reciprocity ; and har Majesty's government conceive
that l( the Unitad States veseeis are lo be admitted to this
privilege, the United Statee government may he fairly
aipacted, in rsturn, to admit British vessels to trade be¬
tween the Atlantic and PaoiAo ports of the UaHed Stales

Moreover, you will be aware that American vessels, be-
oomtng the property of British subjects. Me now admissi¬
ble to the advantages of British regieter; and I therefore
deem it no more than reasoneble and fair lo espeot that
meesuree will be adopted by the United States govsrnment
for making British veseeis, becoming tha property at
American eltlnens, admissible to the advantages or an

American register. , . .

It will give me much pleasure In be able to satisfy har

Majesty's government promptly an these particulars.
1 avail myself of this occasion to renew to jron tha aam-

ranoes of my highest consideration. ^ L BULWEa
Hon J. M. Ct.*rToa,fco , fco., fcc.

Barrtsn LsosTion.
Washington, January 4, MM.

Snt It having been reprerenied ta her Majesty's govern¬
ment that there is some idea on the part of the govern!.wt

the United States to increase the duties upon British
iron imparted Into the Ueited States, I har* been Instruct
ed by her H^sstjr's government to aaprase to the United
States government the hope of her Majesty's government,
that no addition will be made to the duties impeeed by the

present tariff of the United Stalet, which already weigh


